24	MEMOIRS  OF  RACHEL.
severity. Rachel was snubbed, scolded, and browbeaten like
the rest, with the additional comment that she had the voice of
a costermonger. " Go, child, go sell bouquets ; that's all you
will ever be fit for," was the comforting finale of the profess-
or's lecture.
Some months after this stormy lesson, the derided pupil had
an opportunity to remind the false prophet of his dishearten-
ing predictions. She had played "Hermione" to an enthu-
siastic public, and been greeted with a shower of bouquets.
"When the curtain fell, gathering her trophies in the skirt of
her Grecian tunic, she approached Provost, who was behind
the scenes, and, kneeling with mock humility, said,
" Sir, you once advised, me to sell bouquets; will you now
be my first customer"?"
Provost gracefully admitted his error, adding that none
could rejoice more sincerely than himself in the falseness of
his prophecy.
But that day of triumph was still distant, and in the mean
while the poor girl, who was even at that age obliged to have
her tonsils cut, retired heart-stricken and despairing. This
scene took place in the beginning of the year 1837, at which
time the pupils were rehearsing " TartufFe." To Rachel fell
the part of Flipotte ! That, after ten years of study, she should
only be deemed worthy to receive, with speechless resignation,
the box on the ear from the irascible Madame Pemelle, was
an-insult too great to be tolerated, and the hitherto patient
and docile girl forsook the Conservatoire, and sought the ad-
vice of her old friend St. Aulaire, whom she begged to pro-
cure her employment in some theatre where she could earn a
trifle. St. Aulaire spoke on the subject to Monval, who, hav-
ing heard her, recommended her to his manager, Mr. Poirson.
Mr, Poirson liked singular and eccentric .persons, and, hearing
that the girl was a very odd little thing, engaged her at the—
to her— very high salary of 3000 francs for three years. Her
.having been gauged, a piece in two acts, called " La
^ was written by Paul Duport for her debut. '

